
2/4/08 12:01 PM'Burnout' Study: Many Journalists Intend to Leave Profession

Page 1 of 2http://www.editorandpublisher.com/eandp/news/article_display.jsp?vnu_content_id=1003702079

Search:
  

  
E & P Web

Boston Papers Run
Specials Despite Patriots'
Loss -- But 'Globe' Book
Axed 
'E&P' Names Rowe and
Bhatia 'Editors of the
Year' 
AP Launches National
Tour to Explain New Fee
Structure 
Groundbreaking 'Gordo'
Cartoonist Gus Arriola
Dies at 90 
Fort Lauderdale Puts
New Restrictions on
Newspaper Racks 
AP National Tour
Explaining New Rate
Structure Will Last Until
Mid-Summer 
Bear Stearns Knocks
Down Gannett Rating 
Barack, Hillary Appeal
For Votes -- From Front
Page Of 'Duluth News
Tribune' 
Man With Stolen
Newspaper Stand Caught
In Southern Utah 
TRAIL MIX: The Latest
from Political Campaign
Blogs 

| This week's top stories

Mediaweek: Top
Headlines

  America's Oldest Journal Covering the Newspaper Industry Monday, February 4, 2008  

 
Site Index

SAVE | EMAIL | PRINT | MOST POPULAR |  RSS | REPRINTS 

'Burnout' Study: Many Journalists Intend to Leave
Profession 

By Emily Vaughan 

Published: January 25, 2008 12:20 PM ET 

NEW YORK A high percentage of newspaper journalists say they
intend to get out of the profession, according to a new study conducted
by a Ball State University professor. 

Among the biggest reasons for the high rate of burnout were low
salaries, long and undesirable hours, and stress.

In a survey of 770 journalists, 25.7% said they intended to leave
newspaper journalism and 36.2% responded that they didn't know if
they would leave. The numbers were even higher for younger
journalists (under the age of 34), with 31% intending to leave and
43.5% saying they don't know.

The survey was designed to examine what factors affected burnout,
such as age, job title, and circulation of the paper. According to the
findings, many of which were published today at bloggasm.com, copy
editors at smaller papers experienced the highest rate of burnout.

Journalists from all parts of the newsroom responded to the survey,
though the majority were reporters. The average respondent was 41.6
years old, made $48,493, and had worked 17.8 years in the industry.

Journalists who say they intend to leave newspapers aren't necessarily
leaving the media industry. Some speculate that they will freelance or
enter public relations, according to Scott Reinardy, who conducted the
study. Others contemplate moving into academia or returning to school
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to study something else.

This is just the beginning of Reinardy's studies about journalist burnout,
he told bloggasm's Simon Owens. Reinardy intends to conduct a series
of studies about the trend, starting with in depth interviews of 100
journalists about their dissatisfaction with their jobs.

Emily Vaughan (letters@editorandpublisher.com) is a reporter for E&P. 
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